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1
POWER CONVERSION DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an electric power conver-
sion device.

BACKGROUND ART

A control apparatus for controlling an electric power con-
verter is known which comprises: a PWM rectifier which
performs a conversion of an alternating current to a direct
current; and an inverter connected to the PWM rectifier to
perform an inversion of the direct current to the alternating
current, the control apparatus including: bi-phase modulation
means for generating an output voltage command to perform
a bi-phase modulation for the inverter; first compensation
quantity calculating means for calculating a compensation
quantity correcting the output voltage command in order to
compensate for an output voltage error generated when the
bi-phase modulation for the inverter is carried out; inverter
PWM pattern generating means for generating PWM pulses
for semiconductor switching elements of the PWM rectifier
on a basis of an input current command; switching detecting
means for detecting a presence or absence of a switching of
the PWM rectifier; voltage magnitude detecting means for
detecting a voltage of a maximum phase, a voltage of amiddle
phase, and a voltage of a minimum phase from an input
voltage of each phase; and polarity determination means for
determining a polarity of a load current, wherein the first
compensation quantity calculating means calculates the com-
pensation quantity correcting the output voltage command
using an output of the voltage magnitude detecting means, an
output of the polarity determination means, an output of the
switching detecting means, a switching frequency of the
inverter, and a dead time.

However, such a problem occurs that the known control
apparatus for the electric power conversion device compen-
sates only a voltage error generated according to a commu-
tation but cannot prevent a commutation failure itself.

PRE-PUBLISHED DOCUMENT

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Application First Publi-
cation (tokkai) No. 2006-20384.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide an electric
power conversion device which can prevent the commutation
failure.

The above-described object can be achieved by the present
invention such that a switching time calculating section and a
control signal generating section which generates control
signals of switching elements on a basis of a first switching
time and a second switching time are provided, the switching
time calculating section calculating the first switching time
during which one of the switching elements of an upper arm
circuit of plural pairs of switching elements included in one
phase from among the respective phases is turned on, the
other switching elements of the upper arm circuit of the plural
pairs of switching elements included in the other phases are
turned off, at least one switching element of a lower arm
circuit of the plural pairs of switching elements included in
the other phases is turned on, and the other switching ele-
ments of the lower arm circuit of the plural pairs of switching
elements included in the one phase are turned off using the
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detected voltages detected by voltage detecting means and an
output command value and calculating the second switching
time during which the plural pairs of switching elements
included in the one phase from among the respective phases
are turned on and the plural pairs of switching elements
included in the other phases from among the respective
phases are turned off in a form of a time which is a subtraction
of'the first switching time from a time corresponding to a half
period of a carrier.

According to the present invention, an interval between a
switching operation at a first time point of the second switch-
ing time and the switching operation at a last time point of the
second switching time is secured. Therefore, an overlap ofthe
switching operations at the first time point and the last time
point is avoided. Consequently, the commutation failure can
be prevented from occurring.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1is ablock diagram of a charging system including an
electric power conversion device in a preferred embodiment
according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a charging system in a first
comparative example.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a charging system in a second
comparative example.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a controller controlling the
electric power conversion device shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a graph representing a switching sequence of an r
phase switching element shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a diagram representing a relationship between a
base vector and a voltage vector in a space vector modulating
section shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 7(a) is a diagram which is an addition of a switching
pattern to a vector diagram of FIG. 6 and FIG. 7(b) is a circuit
diagram of an alternating current power supply 1 and a matrix
converter 4 in the charging system shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 is a conceptual diagram of the switching pattern
table of FIG. 4.

FIGS. 9 (1) through (6) are diagrams for explaining state
transitions of the switching elements in FIG. 1.

FIG. 10 is a graph representing a relationship between a
carrier and an output time in the controller in FIG. 4.

FIG. 11 is a graph representing an output voltage waveform
of a matrix converter in FIG. 1.

FIG. 12 is a graph representing another output voltage
waveform of the matrix converter in FIG. 1.

FIG. 13 is graphs representing a relationship between the
carrier and a command value and an output voltage waveform
in an inverter apparatus in a third comparative example.

FIG. 14 is graphs representing a relationship between the
carrier and the output time and an output voltage waveform,
in a controller shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 15 is graphs representing a relationship between the
carrier and the output time and an output voltage waveform in
the electric power conversion device in a modification of the
preferred embodiment according to the present invention.

EMBODIMENTS FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Hereinafter, a preferred embodiment according to the
present invention will be described on a basis of drawings.

First Preferred Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battery system including an
electric power conversion device related to a preferred
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embodiment according to the present invention. Hereinafter,
a case in which the electric power conversion device in this
embodiment is applied to a charging system is explained as an
example but this embodiment may be applied to a vehicle or
so forth including a motor and a control apparatus controlling
the motor or so forth.

The charging system in this embodiment includes: an alter-
nating current power supply 1; an input filter 2; voltage sen-
sors 31~33; a matrix converter 4; a high frequency trans-
former circuit 5; an output filter 6; and a battery 7.

Alternating current power supply 1 is a three-phase alter-
nating current power supply and provides an electric power
source for the charging system. Input filter 2 is a filter for
rectifying an alternating current electric power inputted from
alternating current power supply 1 and is constituted by L.C
circuits having coils 21, 22, 23 and capacitors 24, 25, 26.
Coils 21, 22, 23 are connected between respective phases of
alternating current power supply 1 and of a matrix converter
4. Capacitors 24, 25, 26 are connected between coils 21, 22,
23 and are connected between the respective phases.

Voltage sensors 31, 32, 33 are connected between alternat-
ing current power supply 1 and matrix converter 4 to detect an
input voltage (V,, V, V,) of each phase from alternating
current power supply 1 to matrix converter 4 and outputs the
detected voltages to a controller 10 as will be described later.
Voltage sensor 31 is connected to a middle point of an r phase
of matrix converter 4, voltage sensor 32 is connected to a
middle point of an s phase of matrix converter 4, and voltage
sensor 33 is connected to a middle point of a t phase of matrix
converter 4.

Matrix converter 4 is provided with a plurality of switching
elementsS, . S,,,S,,,,S,,,S,,, S, bi-directionally switchable,
converts the alternating current electric power inputted from
alternating current electric power supply 1 into a high fre-
quency alternating current electric power, and outputs the
high frequency alternating current electric power to high fre-
quency transformer circuit 5. Matrix converter 4 is connected
between input filter 2 and high frequency transformer circuit
5. Switching element S, in order to provide the element
bi-directionally switchable, includes: transistor Tr, ,; such as
a MOSFET or IGBT; transistor Tr,,,, such as the MOSFET or
IGBT; a diode D,,;; and diode D, ,,. Transistor Tr,,; and
transistor Tr,,,, are serially connected to each other in mutu-
ally opposite directions and diode D,,,, and diode D,,,, are
serially connected to each other in mutually opposite direc-
tions, transistor T,,,, and diode D,,,, are connected in parallel
to each other in mutually opposite directions, transistor Tr, ,
and diode D,,, are connected in parallel to each other in
mutually opposite directions. Similarly, other switching ele-
ments S, S,,, S, S,, S,, are constituted by a bridge circuit
of transistors Tr,,,, Tr,,, and diodes D,,,, D,,,, a bridge

ruls 2 ruls
circuit of transistors Tr,,,, Tr,,, and diodes D,,,, D,,,, a
bridge circuit of transistors Tr,,,,, Tr,,, and diodes D,,;, D, »,
abridge circuitof transistors Tr,;, Tr, , and diodes D, ,;, D, »,

and a bridge circuit of transistors Tr,,,, Tr,,, and diodes D, ,
D,
That is to say, three of a pair of circuits in which two
switching elements S,,, S,,. S,,, S,,, S, S,, are serially
connected are connected in parallel to a primary side of a,
transformer 51. Then, a bridge circuit in which three lines
connected between the respective pairs of switching elements
S, Sps Sps Seus Sy S, are electrically connected to three
phase output sections of alternating current power supply 1
constitutes three-phase-to-single-phase matrix converter 4.
High-frequency transformer circuit 5 is provided with
transformer 51 and a rectifying bridge circuit 52 and is con-
nected between matrix converter 4 and output filter 6. High-
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4

frequency transformer circuit 5 converts the high-frequency
alternating current electric power inputted from matrix con-
verter 4 into a direct current electric power and supplies the
direct current electric power to a battery 7 via output filter 6.
Transformer 51 boosts the high-frequency alternating current
voltage inputted from matrix converter 4 and outputs this
boosted alternating current to rectifying bridge circuit 52. It
should be noted that, since the alternating current electric
power outputted from matrix converter 4 is the high fre-
quency, a small sized transformer can be used as transformer
51. Rectitying bridge circuit 52 is a circuit in which a plurality
of'diodes are connected in a bridge configuration and serves
to convert a secondary side alternating current of transformer
51 into the direct current.

Output filter 6 is constituted by an LC circuit of a coil 61
and a capacitor 62 and is connected between high-frequency
transformer circuit 5 and battery 7. Output filter 6 rectifies the
direct current electric power outputted from high frequency
transformer circuit 5 and supplies the direct current electric
powerto battery 7. Battery 7 is a secondary cell charged by the
charging system in this embodiment and is constituted by, for
example, an lithium-ion rechargeable battery. Battery 7 is, for
example, mounted in the vehicle and provides a dynamical
(power) source of the vehicle.

Thus, the charging system in this embodiment converts the
alternating current from alternating current power supply 1
into the high-frequency alternating current, boosts the high-
frequency alternating current through high frequency trans-
former circuit 5, converts the boosted alternating current into
the direct current, and supplies the boosted high-voltage
direct current electric power to battery 7.

Features of the charging system shown in FIG. 1 using the
electric power conversion device in this embodiment will be
explained while comparing with a comparative example 1
and another comparative example 2 described below. FIG. 2
shows a block diagram of the charging system related to
comparative example 1 and FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of
the charging system related to comparative example 2.

As the charging system different from the preferred
embodiment according to the present invention, such a sys-
tem, as shown in FIG. 2, that the alternating current electric
power supplied from alternating current power supply 1 is
passed through a transformer 101 and is converted into the
direct current electric power through a rectifier 102 is known
(comparative example 1).

In addition, as another charging system different from the
charging system in this embodiment, such a system, as shown
in FIG. 3, that the alternating current from alternating current
power supply 1 is converted into the direct current through a
PWM rectifier 201, the direct current is inverted into the
alternating current through an inverter circuit 203 of a pri-
mary side of high frequency transformer circuit 202, the
converted alternating current is boosted by means of a trans-
former 204, the boosted alternating current is converted into
the direct current through a rectifying bridge circuit 205 of
high-frequency transformer circuit 202, and the direct current
is supplied to battery 7 is known (comparative example 2).

In a case of comparative example 1, a circuit structure is
simple but transformer 101 becomes a large size. In addition,
there is a problem such that it becomes necessary to connect
a large capacity electrolyte capacitor between rectifier 102
and voltage boosting chopper 103. In a case of comparative
example 2, although a small sized transformer can be used as
transformer 204, aloss becomes large since anumber of times
of conversions are many. In addition, there is a problem such
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that it is necessary to connect a large capacity electrolyte
capacitor between PWM rectifier 201 and high-frequency
transformer 202.

In this embodiment, since, as described above, a use of
matrix converter 4 can reduce the loss caused by the electric
power conversion, can make the large capacity electrolyte
capacitor at the primary side of transformer 51 unnecessary,
and can achieve the small sizing of transformer 51.

Next, controller 10 controlling matrix converter 4 included
in the electric power conversion device in this embodiment
will be explained below with reference to FIG. 4. FIG. 4
shows a block diagram of controller 10. Controller 10
switches on and off of switching elements S,,,, S,,,, S, S,
S, S, and controls matrix converter 4 through a PWM con-
trol. Controller 10 includes: a coordinates transforming sec-
tion 11; a space vector modulating section 12; a zero vector
time calculating section 13; a switching pattern table 14; and
a switching signal generating section 15.

Coordinates transforming section 11 compares detected
voltages detected by means of voltage sensors 31, 32, 33,
grasps a magnitude relationship therebetween, performs a
three-phase to two-phase conversion for detected voltages
(V,,V,,V,) inafixed coordinates system to be converted into
voltages (v, v) in a static coordinates system, and outputs
voltages (v, vg) to space vector modulating section 12.
Space vector modulation section 12 replaces three phase volt-
age waveforms into a vector utilizing a space vector modula-
tion. Thus, output times (T, T,) of the voltage vectors are
calculated utilizing a phase angle (0) of voltages (v, vp).

Zero vector time calculating section 13 calculates an out-
put time (T,) of zero vector using a carrier signal such as a
triangular wave and the time calculated by space vector
modulating section 12. A frequency of the carrier signal is set
to be higher than a frequency of the alternating current elec-
tric power of alternating current power supply 1. A switching
pattern table 14 stores a switching pattern preset to perform
switching of switching elements S,,, S,,, S, S, S,,, S,
corresponding phase angle (6) in a form of a table.

Switching signal generating section 15 extracts the switch-
ing pattern corresponding to the phase angle (6) by referring
to switching pattern table 14 and outputs control signals (D,
D,, D, D,,. D,. D,) to switch on or off of switching
elements (S,,, S,,, S,,, S, S, S,,) using the extracted
switching pattern, output time (1, T,) of the voltage vector,
and output time (T,) of the zero vector to a drive circuit (not
shown) included in matrix converter 4. Switching elements
S, ps S, Seps Sy S, S, are controlled by pulse signals. Thus,
on and off of switching elements S, ,, S, S,,, S, S, S,,
included in matrix converter 4 are switched to turn on and off
by means ofthe control of controller 10 and the electric power
is converted.

Next, a switching control of switching elements S,,, S,,,,
Seps Sgus Spps S, Will be described using FIG. 5. FIG. § shows
a graph representing a sequence of the switching to switching
elements S, S,,, S,,. S, S, S,,- In FIG. 5, a high level
denotes an on state and a low level denotes an off state. A
voltage commutation system (method) is used for the switch-
ing of switching elements S, ,,S,,,,S,,, S, S, S, Controller
10 monitors a magnitude relationship of input voltages from
detected voltages (V,, V,, V,) to perform the commutation.
Suppose that the state of Tr, ;. Tr, », Tr, ;. Tr,, are transited
from an initial state in a sequence of i, 1i, iii, and iv.

Hereinafter, a specific example of the voltage commutation
system (method) will be described below.

For simplicity of explanation, only the commutation con-
trol for an upper arm circuit of matrix converter 4 will be
described below.
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Suppose that transistors T, Tr,,, included in switching
element S, are in an on state and transistors Tr,, Tr,,,
included in switching element S, are in an off state. Then, a
case in which, in a state in which the voltage of switching
element S, is higher than the voltage of switching element
S, the commutation is performed from switching element
S, to the voltage to switching element S, , will be explained
below.

First, when the state is transited from the initial state to
state (i), transistor Tr,,, is turned on, when the state is tran-
sited from state (i) to state (ii), transistor Tr,,,, is turned off,
when the state is transited from state (ii) to state (iii), transis-
tor Tr,,, is turned on, and when the state is transited from state
(iit) to state (iv), transistor Tr, , is turned off. This causes the
switching of the switching elements such that alternating
current power supply 1 is not short-circuited. Thus, a com-
mutation failure is suppressed.

Next, the control in controller 10 will be described below
using FIGS. 1, 4, and 6 through 12.

When the voltage (V,, V) in the static coordinates system
coordinates transformed and calculated by coordinates trans-
forming section 11 is inputted to space vector modulating
section 12, space vector modulating section 12 calculates
phase angle (0) of voltage (v, vg) from the inputted voltage
(Vo Vp)- It should be noted that the voltage (v, vg) and phase
angle (0) are represented by a vector as shown in FIG. 6. FIG.
6 shows a vector diagram in which the detected voltages (V,,
V,, V) are converted into two-phase o [} coordinates system
and the input voltages are observed as voltage vectors in the
static coordinates system. V,, in FIG. 6 represents a base
vector and corresponds to an output command value having
the phase angle (0) of the input voltage in the . § coordinates
system. The base vector is rotated with a center point shown
in FIG. 6 as a center in accordance with a magnitude relation-
ship among the input voltages of the respective phases.

In this embodiment, in the static coordinates system, the
coordinates are divided with 60 degrees into six areas from a
axis in the counterclockwise direction. Axes of V| through V¢
are allocated to boundary lines of the respective areas. The
area between V|, and V, is assumed as “area 17, the area
between V, and V; is assumed as “area 2”, the area between
V;andV, is assumed as “area 3”, the area betweenV,, and V5
is assumed as “area4”, the area between V and V is assumed
as “area 57, and the area between V and V, is assumed as
“area 6”. In addition, V, through V are allocated to an origin.
Then, vectors of V, through V,, are vectors of voltages out-
putted from matrix converter 4. Vectors of V, through V
having magnitudes as the vectors (not zero) represent that the
voltages not zero are outputted from matrix converter 4. That
is to say, vectors of V, through V correspond to voltage
vectors not zero (hereinafter, referred to as voltage vectors).
On the other hand, vectors o'V, through V, represent vectors
of'voltage zero (zero voltage) (hereinafter, referred to as zero
vectors).

Inaddition, in this embodiment, voltage vectors V through
V, are made correspond to the mutually different switching
patterns of switching elements S, S,,, S, S,,, S, S,, and
the switching patterns to operate switching elements S, , S, ,
Seps Sens Sps S, are determined dependent upon which area
the input voltages belong to. It should be noted that a rela-
tionship between voltage vectors V, through V, and the
switching pattern will be described later.

Then, space vector modulating section 12 determines
which area the input voltage at a time point of detection
belongs to from the phase angle (0) of base vector v,,. In the
example shown in FIG. 6, since base vector va is within area
1, space vector modulating section 12 determines that the
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input voltage belongs to area 1 from the phase angle (8) of
voltage (v, vg. In addition, for example, in a case where the
magnitude relationship of the input voltages (V,,V,V,) of the
respective phases is changed and the phase angle (8) of a
axis voltages (v, vp) coordinates transformed according to
coordinates transforming section 11 indicates 90 degrees,
space vector modulating section 12 identifies an area 2
including phase angle of 90 degrees.

Space vector modulating section 12 calculates an output
time of the voltage vector from an area axis component of
base vector (V,) when the area is identified. In the case of
example shown in FIG. 6, base vector (V) belongs to area 1.
Space vector modulating section 12 calculates a component
(V,y) along V, axis and a component (V _,) along V, axis
using V, axis and V, axis which are axes of area 1. Then, the
magnitude (V ;) of the V, axis component is the output time
of the switching pattern corresponding to V, and the magni-
tude (V) of the V,, axis component is the output time of the
switching pattern corresponding to V,. It should, herein, be
noted that the output times of voltage vectors V, through V¢
are assumed as T,, T, and output time of zero vectors (V,
through V) are assumed as T,. As will be described later, in
this embodiment, two voltage vectors are outputted for a half
period of a first half of a carrier. Hence, the output time of a
first voltage vector from the two voltage vectors is assumed as
T, and the output time of a second voltage vector is assumed
as T,.

Each output time (T, T,, T,) is represented by a normal-
ized time corresponding to the period of the carrier. As will be
described later, in this embodiment, in order to secure the
output time (T,) of zero vectors (V, through V,) per half
period of the carrier, a limitation is placed on output times (T,
T,,T,). Space vector modulating section 12 calculates output
times (T, T,) such that each of output times (T,, T,) during
which the corresponding one of the two voltage vectors is
outputted is equal to or below a predetermined lowest limit
value. It should be noted that the predetermined lowest limit
value corresponds to a time for which output time (T,) is
secured and is set to a time shorter than the time correspond-
ing to the half period of the carrier.

Area is aregion between the phase angle of 0 degree to 60
degrees. For example, in a case where the phase angle of base
vector (v,) falls between 0 degree and 30 degrees, the mag-
nitude (V,,) of V| axis component is larger than magnitude
(V,,) of the V, axis component. Hence, output time (T,) of
the V, switching pattern is longer than output time (T,) of the
V, switching pattern. Area 4 is a region between phase angle
0t 180 degrees and phase angle of 240 degrees. For example,
the phase angle of base vector (v,,) ranges from 210 degrees to
240 degrees, the magnitude (V 5) of the V5 axis component is
larger than the magnitude (V,,) of the V, axis component.
Hence, output time (T,) of the switching pattern V5 is longer
than output time (T,) of the switching pattern of V,,. Thus,
space vector modulating section 12 calculates the phase angle
(6) using v, v corresponding to the detected voltages of the
respective phases, calculates output times (T, T,) of the
voltage vectors from the base vector V , having the calculated
phase angle (0) as the directional component, and outputs the
calculated output times (T}, T,) to zero vector time calculat-
ing section 13.

Zero vector time calculating section 13 subtracts a total
time of output time (T,) and output time (T,) from a prede-
termined half period of the period of the carrier to calculate
the time of zero vector (T,). Since space vector modulating
section 12 calculates output time (T,) and output time (T,)
such that the above-described total time is equal to or below
the predetermined lowest limit time, zero vector time calcu-
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lating section 13 can calculate the time of zero vector (T,). In
this embodiment, in order to provide the alternating current
for the output electric power of matrix converter 4, the time at
which the non-zero voltage is outputted and the time at which
the zero voltage is outputted are periodically provided.

Since the period of the carrier corresponds to the period of
the output voltage, the output time (T,) of the zero vector is a
subtraction of the output time (T,) and the output time (T,)
from the time corresponding to the half period of the carrier.
Zero vector time calculating section 13 outputs the time (T,)
of'the zero vector and the times (T, T,) of the voltage vectors
to a switching signal generating section 15.

Switching signal generating section 15 generates switch-
ing signals to drive switching elements S, S, S_ .S, S,
S,,, using the switching pattern stored in switching pattern
table 14, the time of zero vector (T ), and the times (T, T,) of
the voltage vectors.

Before control contents of switching pattern table 14 and
switching signal generating section 15 are described in
details, the relationship between the vectors of (V, through
V,) and phase angle (0) and the switching pattern will, here-
inbelow, be described using FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b).

FIG. 7(a) is an explanatory view of the vector diagram of
FIG. 6 to which the switching pattern is added. FI1G. 7(b)
shows a simplified circuit diagram of alternating current
power supply 1 and matrix converter 4 from among the charg-
ing system in FIG. 1. It should be noted that “1” shown in FIG.
7(a) denotes the on state and “0” denotes the off state.

As shown in FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b), vectors (V, through V)
correspond to the switching pattern of switching elements
S5 Sps Sepr Seus Syps S, In voltage vector (V), switching
elements S,,,, S,, are turned on and other switching elements
S, S, S, S, are turned off. In voltage vector (V,), switch-
ing elements S, S,, are turned on and other switching ele-
s Sss S, are turned off. In voltage vector (V),

ments S,, S
switching elements S,,,, S, are turned on and other switching

elements S,,, S, S,,, S, are turned off.

In voltage vector (V,), switching elements S,,, S,, are
turned on and other switching elements S,,, S, S,,, S, are
turned off. In voltage vector (V), switching elements S, S,

are turned on and other switching elements S,,,, S,,, S, S,
S,,, are turned off. In voltage vector (V), switching elements
S,,» S, are turned on and other switching elements S,,,, S,
S, S, are turned off.

That is to say, in voltage vectors (V, through V), one of
switching elements S, ,,, S,,, S,,, of the upper arm circuit
included in one phase from among the respective phases is
turned on and other switching elements S,,, S,,, S,, of the
upper arm circuit included in the other phases are turned off,
at least one of switching elements S,,, S,,, S,,, of a lower arm
circuit included in the other phases is turned on and other
switching elements S,,, S,,, S,, of the lower arm circuit
included in the one phase are turned off.

Then, in a case where switching elements S, .S, .S, S,
Ses Sy Sy, are controlled through the switching pattern cor-
responding to the voltage vectors (V, through V), the non-
zero voltage is outputted to the output side of matrix converter
4. In addition, since the two vectors which provide boundaries
of the two adjacent areas are used in accordance with the
areas, waveforms of different voltage levels can be outputted
from matrix converter 4.

In addition, in the vector diagrams shown in FIGS. 6, 7(a),
and 7(b), the switching pattern is allocated to zero vectors (V.
through V,) shown at an origin of FIG. 7(a). In the vector
(V;), switching elements S,,, S,, are turned on and other
switching elements S, S, S,,, S, are turned off. In the
vector (Vy), switching elements S,,, S, are turned on and
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other switching elements S, , S,,,, S,,, are turned off. In the
vector (V), switching elements S,, S, are turned on and
other switching elements S,,,, S,,,, S, S,,,, are turned off.

That is to say, in the zero vectors (V, through V), switch-
ing elements S,,,, S,,,, S, S,,, S, S, included in one phase
from among the respective phases are turned on and switch-
ing elements S, S, S_.S,,, S, S, included in the other
phases are turned off.

In a case where switching elements S, , S, S_. S .S, ,
S,,, are controlled in the switching pattern corresponding to
zero vectors (V, through V), the output of matrix converter 4
indicates zero.

As described above, one of the areas is identified according
to the phase angle (0). Then, output voltage vectors (V,
through V) and output time (T,, T,) are determined. In
addition, zero vector time calculating section 13 calculates
zero vectors (V. through V) and output time (T,) thereof.
Since matrix converter 4 is set with the output of the alternat-
ing current electric power as an object, reversing and control-
ling switching elements S, , S,,,, S,,, S,,,, S,,; S, at a second
half of the period of the carrier, for the switching control at a
first half of the period of the carrier, so that the output electric
power having a reverse polarity to the first half of the period
of the carrier can be obtained.

Then, in this embodiment, switching pattern table 14 stores
the switching pattern which makes correspondent to the areas
of FIG. 6. In addition, switching signal generating section 15
calculates respective output times of vectors (V, through V)
for the carrier period from the output times (T, T,) of the
voltage vectors and output time (T,) of the zero vectors and
generates the switching signals.

Next, the table stored in switching pattern table 14 will be
described using FIG. 8. FIG. 8 is a conceptual diagram rep-
resenting the table stored in switching pattern table 14.

In FIG. 8, areas 1 through 6 corresponds to areas 1 through
6 shown in FIG. 6. V| through V, correspond to vectors (V,
throughV,).InFIG.8,S, . S,,, S,,, S, S, S, correspond to
switching elements S,,,, S,,, S, S, S,,, S,,,- In addition, for
states (1) through (6) in FIG. 8, since one period of the carrier
is divided into six when made correspondent to output times
(T,, T,, T,), states (1) to (6) are derived in a time series from
a summit point section of a valley of the carrier.

In order to output the alternating current from matrix con-
verter 4, matrix pattern table 14 sets the switching pattern
such that two voltage vectors and one zero vector are sequen-
tially outputted at the first (former) half period of the period of
the carrier and two voltage vectors and one zero vector are
sequentially outputted at the second (latter) half period of the
period of the carrier.

For example, in a case where base vector (v,) belongs to
area 1, switching elements S,,, S,,, S, S, S,,, S,, are
controlled in a sequence of voltage vector (V ), voltage vector
(V,), zero vector (Vy), voltage vector (Vs), voltage vector
(V,), and zero vector (V) per period of the carrier. The
transition of the control of switching elements S,,, S,,,, S, ,
Ses S, S, inarealisshownin FIG. 9. FIG. 9 shows a circuit
diagram to which the circuit diagram of alternating current
power supply 1 and matrix converter 4 is simplified.

The on or off state of respective switching elements S, ,
S, Seps S Sy Sy, in respective states (1) through (6) and the
direction flowing through the primary side of transformer 51
are denoted by arrows.

As shown in FIGS. (1) through (6) of FIG. 9, in a case
where the transition is made from one state to the subsequent
state such as from state (1) to state (2), from state (2) to state
(3) and so forth, controller 10 turns on (turns on from the off
state) switching elements S,,, S,,,, S,,, S,,,, S,,, S,, of either
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one arm circuit of the upper arm circuit and the lower arm
circuit and maintains the on state of switching elements S,
S, Seps Ssur Syps Sy, 0f the other arm circuit. In other words,
from among switching elements S, . S,,,, S, S, S, S, each

of which is in an on state, one of switching elements S, S, ,

Seps Ses Syps Sy, 15 turned off but the state of the other of
switching elements S_,, S,,, S, S, S, S,, is maintained
(fixed).

In addition, in a case where each state is continuously
transited such as states (1), (2), and (3), states (3), (4), and (5),
or so forth, switching elements S, , S, S, of the upper arm
circuit or switching elements S,,, S,,, S,, of the lower arm
circuit are not continuously switched. In other words, switch-
ing elements of S, S, S .S .S, S, are alternately
switched between the upper arm circuit and the lower arm
circuit.

Thus, in this embodiment, number of times the switching
of switching elements S, , S,,,, S, S,,,, S, S,, is carried out
when the state is transited among the respective states (1)
through (6) is reduced to suppress the commutation failure. It
should be noted that the switching pattern of area 1 has been
explained but, for the areas of area 2 through area 6, the same
switching control is carried out under the same conditions
according to the pattern reducing the number of times of the
switching is carried out.

It should be noted that, as shown in (1) through (6) of FIG.
9, in states (1) through (3), the output current of matrix con-
verter 4 indicates plus but, in states (4) through (6), the output
current of matrix converter 4 indicates minus. Thus, the out-
put of matrix converter 4 indicates the alternating current by
controlling switching elements S, ,, S,,,, S, S,,,, S,,, S, inthe
switching pattern of area 1 of switching pattern table 14. It
should also be noted that, for area 2, area 3, area 4, area 5, and
area 6, the switching control in the pattern shown in FIG. 8 is
similarly carried out to provide the alternating current for the
output of matrix converter 4.

Then, since areas 1 through 6 are classified in accordance
with the phase angle, switching pattern table 14 stores the
switching pattern corresponding to phase angle (0).

Next, the control of switching signal generating section 15
will be described using FIG. 10.

FIG. 10 is a graph for explaining a relationship between the
carrier and the output times (T, T,, T,).

First, switching signal generating section 15 sets command
values corresponding to output times (T, T,) taking a syn-
chronization with the period of the carrier. Since controller 10
performs the switching control through a PWM control
method, lengths of the output times (T, T,, T,) of the voltage
vectors and the zero vector indicate the command value (a
voltage value).

When the command values are set for the output times (T,
T,, T,), the command values are normalized such that a maxi-
mum amplitude of the carrier becomes the output times (T,
T,, T,) for which two voltage vectors and one zero vector are
outputted. In addition, for output timings of the voltage vec-
tors and the zero vector, at the first half period of the period of
the carrier, the command values are set such that the voltage
vectors at the more clockwise side are initially outputted in
the respective areas 1 through 6 from among the voltage
vectors (V, through V) shown in FIG. 6. After the two volt-
age vectors are outputted, the command values are set such
that zero vectors (V, through V) are outputted.

On the other hand, the command values are set such that, at
the second half period of the carrier, output times of the two
vectors (V, through V) are reversed from those at the first
half period of the period of the carrier and outputted and,
thereafter, the zero vectors (V, through V) is outputted.
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As a specific example, in a case where the phase angle (0)
falls within a range of 0 degree through 30 degrees (area 1), as
shown in FIG. 10, switching signal generating section 15 sets
the command value (T,) at a level corresponding to the output
time (T,) with respect to the low level of the carrier and sets
the command value (T,) by adding the level corresponding to
the output time (T,) with the command value (T, ) as a refer-
ence, at the first half period of the carrier. On the other hand,
at the second half period of the carrier, switching signal
generating section 15 sets the command value (T,) at the level
corresponding to output time (T,) lowered from the high level
of the carrier and sets the command value (T)) at the level
corresponding to the output time (T,) with the command
value (T,) as the reference.

Switching signal generating section 15 compares the car-
rier with the set command values to determine the output
timings of the voltage vectors and the zero vector.

In addition, as described above, the command values are
set with respect to the output times (T,, T,, T,) and are
compared with the carrier so that the six states per period of
the carrier are separated. However, the six states correspond
to states (1) through (6) shown in FIG. 8.

That is to say, switching signal generating section 15 com-
pares the output times (T,, T,, T,) with the carrier to deter-
mine the output timings of the switching pattern stored in
switching carrier table 14.

Switching signal generating section 15 compares the car-
rier with the output times (T, T,, T,) to determine the output
timings as shown in FIG. 10. At this time, switching signal
generating section 15 extracts the switching pattern in accor-
dance with the phase angle (0) from switching pattern table
14, generates the switching signals for switching elements
S5 Sy Ssps Sens Sy Sy, to be driven in accordance with the
extracted pattern at the output timings, and outputs the
switching signals to switching elements S, , S,,., S, ,S,,, S
S,

Specifically, in a case where the phase angle (0) falls within
the range of 0 degree to 30 degrees, the switching pattern of
area 1 in FIG. 8 is used. During the output time (T, ) with the
summit point of the valley of the carrier as a start point, the
switching control outputting the voltage vector (V) is carried
out. During the subsequent output time (T,), the switching
control to output voltage vector (V,) is carried out. During the
further subsequent output time (T,), the switching control to
output the zero vector (Vy) is carried out. Then, over the
second half period of the carrier, during the output time (T,)
with a mountain summit of the carrier as the start point, the
switching control to output voltage carrier (V) is carried out.
During the subsequent output time (T ), the switching control
to output voltage vector (V) is carried out. During the further
output time (T,), the switching control to output the zero
vector (V) is carried out.

The output voltage waveform of matrix converter 4 will be
described using FIGS. 11 and 12.

FIG. 11 shows a time characteristic of the output voltage
waveform of matrix converter 4 in a case where the output
time (T,) is longer than the output time (T,).

FIG. 12 shows another time characteristic of the output
voltage waveform of matrix converter 4 in a case where
output time (T,) is longer than the output time (T)).

In a case where the phase angle (0) falls in the range of 0
degree to 30 degrees, the output time (T,) becomes longer
than the output time (T,). Thus, the voltage waveform out-
putted from matrix converter 4 is transited as shown in FIG.
12. In addition, in a case where phase angle (0) is within 30
degrees through 60 degrees, output time (T,) becomes longer
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than output time (T,) and the output voltage waveform out-
putted from matrix converter 4 is transited as shown in FIG.
12.

As described above, in this embodiment, switching ele-
mentsS, .S, .S, ,S_.S, .S, arecontrolled using the output
times (T,, T,) outputting the voltage vectors and the output
time (T,) outputting the zero vector to make the output time
(T,) included in the first half period of the carrier equal to the
output time (T,) included in the second half period of the
carrier. As described above, since the output time (T,) of the
zero vector is provided, an interval between the switching
operation at the initial time point of the output time (T,) of the
zero vector and the switching operation at the last time of the
output time (T ) is secured so that an overlap between the
switching operations at the initial time and the last time is
avoided and the commutation failure can be prevented.

Incidentally, as is different from this embodiment, an
inverter device (a comparative example 3) in which, in a
three-phase inverter circuit formed by a bridge circuit having
a plurality of switching elements, with detected voltages of
intermediate voltages of the respective phases set as com-
mand values (v,*, v ¥ v, *), the detected voltages are com-
pared with a triangular wave carrier to control the switching
elements is known. FIG. 13 shows waveforms of the carrier
and command values (v, *, v, *, v, *) and the waveform of the
output voltage of the inverter circuit.

As shown in FIG. 13, comparative example 3 uses a theo-
retical equation which controls the level of the output voltage
when the carrier exceeds the command value and controls so
as to reverse the theoretical equation with the mountain and
valley of the carrier as boundaries. That is to say, in compara-
tive example 3, the level of the output voltage is set by the
comparison of the detected voltages and the carrier and the
control of the output of the alternating current is carried out.
Hence, zero voltage intervals (corresponds to a1, p1 in FIG.
13) are deviated with respect to the period of the carrier.

Then, since one of the zero voltage intervals (al in FIG.
13) becomes relatively short, the interval of the switching
operations becomes accordingly short at the first time point of
the zero voltage interval and at the last time point of the zero
voltage interval. Consequently, the commutation failure
occurs.

In addition, in this comparative example 3, the zero voltage
interval is not prescribed as a predetermined interval with
respect to the period of the carrier. Thus, such a problem
occurs that the control of the time during which the zero
voltage is outputted becomes complicated.

Since, in this embodiment, the output time (T,) of the zero
vector with respect to the period of the carrier is secured, the
interval of the switching operations at the initial time point of
the zero voltage interval and the last time point of the zero
voltage interval is prevented from being shortened and the
commutation failure can be prevented.

Thatis to say, as shown in FIG. 14, the output interval of the
zero vector is equally allocated for each half period of the
carrier. Hence, the output time (T,) of the zero vector is not
extremely shortened so that the commutation failure can be
prevented from occurring.

In addition, the number of times a short pulse is struck
when controlling switching elements S _,S,,.S_, S, .S, can
be reduced so that such an inconveniences that a load is
concentrated on the switching elements and applied to the
switching elements can be prevented. Furthermore, in this
embodiment, duties of the switching signals when perform-
ing the PWM control and the switching pattern can freely be
set. It should be noted that FI1G. 14 shows a graph for explain-
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ing the relationship between the carrier and the output times
(T,, T,, T,) and shows a time characteristic of the output
voltage of matrix converter 4.

In addition, in this embodiment, space vector modulating
section 12 limits output times (T,, T,) for which the two
voltage vectors are outputted to a predetermined lower limit
value or lower. Thus, the output time (T ) of the zero vector is
secured. Consequently, the commutation failure can be pre-
vented from occurring.

In addition, in this embodiment, the output times (T, T,,
T,) are calculated from the transformed voltages by coordi-
nates transforming section 11, switching pattern table 14 is
referred to, and the switching elements (S,,, S,,,, S, S, S,,,
S,,) are controlled through the switching pattern correspond-
ing to the converted voltage phase. Thus, since the output time
(T,) of the zero vector is secured, the commutation failure can
be prevented.

In addition, in this embodiment, the switching elements are
controlled through the output time (T,) during which one
switching element from among the switching elements
included in the upper arm circuit is turned on and one switch-
ing element from among the switching elements included in
the lower arm circuit is turned on and the output time (T,)
during which another switching element from among the
switching elements included in the upper arm circuit is turned
on and another switching element from among the switching
elements included in the lower arm circuit is turned on. Thus,
since the output time of the zero vector is secured, the overlap
of'the switching operations between the first time point of the
output time of the zero vector and the last time point thereof
can be avoided. Consequently, the commutation failure can
be prevented.

In addition, in this embodiment, the output time (T,) is a
time before the output time (T,) at the first (initial) half period
of'the carrier and the output time (T, ) is a time after the output
time (T,) at the last half period of the carrier. This can achieve
an equalization ofthe output time of'the zero vector according
to a plus side and a minus side of the output voltage of matrix
converter 4.

It should be noted that, in this embodiment, with the sum-
mit (point) of the valley of the carrier as the start point, the
output times (T, T,) of the two voltage vectors are first
arranged and, subsequently, the output time (T,) of the zero
vector is arranged. However, it is not always necessary to
arrange the output times in this sequence.

For example, as shown in FIG. 15, for the half period of the
carrier, the time (T,/2) half of the output time (T, ) of the zero
vector may be arranged, subsequently, the output times (T,
T,) of the two voltage vectors may be arranged, and, finally,
the time (T,/2) half of the remaining output time (T,) may be
arranged.

In addition, in this embodiment, the output times (T, T,)
and the output time (T, ) are allocated so as to correspond to
the half period of the carrier. However, it is not always nec-
essary to correspond to the half period of the carrier. These
output times may correspond to be shorter than the half period
of'the carrier or, alternatively, to be longer than the half period
of the carrier.

In addition, a predetermined lower limit time in space
vector modulating section 12 is not always a time shorter than
the halfperiod of the carrier but may be a time shorter than the
time partially corresponding to the period of the carrier.

In addition, in this embodiment, the output times (T, T,)
are controlled to output the two voltage vectors (V, through
V) per half period of the carrier. The voltage vectors are not
always the two voltage vectors (V, through V) but may be a
single voltage vector (V, through V) or, alternatively, three
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voltage vectors (V, through V). In addition, the switching
pattern shown in FIG. 8 is merely one example. Another
pattern of the voltage vectors and the zero vectors may be
replaced and another switching pattern to output the voltage
vectors and the zero vectors may be used.
Above-described matrix converter 4 corresponds to a con-
version circuit according to the present invention, voltage
sensors 31 through 33 correspond to voltage detecting means,
controller 10 corresponds to control means, space vector
modulating section 12 and zero vector time calculating sec-
tion 13 correspond to switching time calculating section,
switching signal generating section 15 corresponds to a con-
trol signal generating section, the output times (T, T,) cor-
respond to a first switching time, the output time (T,) corre-
spond to a second switching time, switching pattern table 14
corresponds to a table, and coordinates transforming section
11 corresponds to coordinates transforming means.
The invention claimed is:
1. An electric power conversion device, comprising:
a conversion circuit having plural pairs of bi-directionally
switchable switching elements connected to respective
phases, the conversion circuit being configured to con-
vert an inputted alternating current electric power into an
alternating current electric power;
voltage detecting means for detecting input voltages to the
conversion circuit; and
control means for switching on and off the switching ele-
ments to control the conversion circuit,
wherein the control means comprises:
a switching time calculating section configured
to calculate a first switching time during which one of
switching elements of an upper arm circuit of the
plural pairs of switching elements included in one
phase from among the respective phases is turned on,
the other switching elements of the upper arm circuit
of the plural pairs of switching elements included in
the other phases are turned off, at least one of switch-
ing elements of a lower arm circuit of the plural pairs
of switching elements included in the other phases is
turned on, and the other switching elements of the
lower arm circuit of the plural pairs of switching
elements included in the one phase are turned off
using the detected voltages detected by the voltage
detecting means and an output command value and

to calculate a second switching time during which the
plural pairs of switching elements included in the one
phase from among the respective phases are turned on
and the plural pairs of switching elements included in
the other phases from among the respective phases are
turned off in a form of a time which is a subtraction of
the first switching time from a time corresponding to
a half period of a carrier; and

a control signal generating section configured to generate
control signals to switch on and off the switching ele-
ments using the first switching time and the second
switching time.

2. The electric power conversion device as claimed in claim

1, wherein the control means limits the first switching time to
a predetermined time or shorter, the predetermined time
being shorter than a time corresponding to a part of a period
of the carrier.

3. The electric power conversion device as claimed in claim
1, wherein the control means further comprises:

a coordinates transforming section configured to perform a
rotary coordinates transformation for the detected volt-
ages detected by means of the voltage detecting means;
and
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a table representing a relationship between a phase angle
and a switching pattern of the switching elements,

the switching time calculating section is configured to cal-
culate the first switching time on a basis of a phase
obtained from the voltages transformed by the coordi-
nates transforming section, and

the control signal generating section is configured to gen-
erate the control signals to switch on and off the switch-
ing elements through the switching pattern which is
made correspondent to the phase angle of the trans-
formed voltages.

4. An electric power conversion device, comprising:

a conversion circuit having plural pairs of bi-directionally
switchable switching elements connected to respective
phases, the conversion circuit being configured to con-
vert an inputted alternating current electric power into an
alternating current electric power;

avoltage detector configured to detect input voltages to the
conversion circuit; and

a controller configured to switch on and off the switching
elements to control the conversion circuit,

wherein the controller comprises:

a switching time calculating section configured
to calculate a first switching time during which one of

switching elements of an upper arm circuit of the
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plural pairs of switching elements included in one
phase from among the respective phases is turned on,
the other switching elements of the upper arm circuit
of the plural pairs of switching elements included in
the other phases are turned off, at least one of switch-
ing elements of a lower arm circuit of the plural pairs
of switching elements included in the other phases is
turned on, and the other switching elements of the
lower arm circuit of the plural pairs of switching
elements included in the one phase are turned off
using the detected voltages detected by the voltage
detector and an output command value and

to calculate a second switching time during which the
plural pairs of switching elements included in the one
phase from among the respective phases are turned on
and the plural pairs of switching elements included in
the other phases from among the respective phases are
turned off in a form of a time which is a subtraction of
the first switching time from a time corresponding to
a half period of a carrier; and

a control signal generating section configured to generate

control signals to switch on and off the switching ele-

ments using the first switching time and the second

switching time.



